
Colorado: Scenic 
Railways of the 

Rockies 
June-September 
TOUR RATING: EASY

Mines brought railroads into its mountains, 
after transcontinental main lines had 
bypassed Colorado leaving Denver at 
the ends of branch lines. Denver & Rio 
Grande Railway intended to reach the 
Pacific Ocean by way of Mexico; a plan that 
the Santa Fe R‍‍‍ail‍‍‍way thwarted. Instead 
D&RG built lines to mining districts all over 
the Rockies. Breathtaking scenery drew 
travelers from around the world. Remnants 
of this narrow-gauge network survive in the 
places this tour will visit, and the scenery’s 
as grand as ever.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

•	 Thousand-foot cliffs form Royal Gorge, 
originally on D&RG’s line to Leadville

•	 Black Canyon of the Gunnison, once a 
D&RG landmark, is now a national park

•	 The Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge 
Railroad travels th‍‍‍e canyon of the Rio de 
las Animas

•	 Cross 10,020-foot Cumbres Pass and 
traverse the rim of Toltec Gorge

Rail.
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Colorado: Scenic Railways of the Rockies

Itinerary

Meet your fellow travelers this morning for our orientation and introductions. We will then transfer to Golden 
where we will enjoy lunch at a local brewery. Afterwards we will take a short shuttle to the Colorado Railroad 
Museum where an introduction to Colorado’s railroad history will lay groundwork for the week. Meals included: 
Lunch & Dinner

DAY
1 Colorado Rail Museum

Head to Silver Plume, Colorado, for the first of many scenic railway rides, the Georgetown Loop Railroad. 
Completed in 1884, the railroad connected the mining camps of Georgetown and Silver Plume, only two miles – 
but 600 vertical feet, apart. Abandoned in 1939, the line was restored to operation in 1975 by the state historical 
society of Colorado. Next, following a three-hour scenic drive, experience the stunning landscapes and 1,000-
foot canyon cliffs of the Arkansas River above Canon City, Colorado, on the Royal Gorge Route Railroad. It 
began as part of the D&RG line to Leadville and Tennessee Pass. Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

DAY
2 Georgetown Loop Railroad, Royal Gorge Railroad

After breakfast, drive through a region of Colorado rich in railroad history in Curecanti National Recreation 
Area. Cross the Continental Divide at Monarch Pass and travel through the irrigated farm and ranch lands of 
the Gunnison River valley that D&RG narrow-gauge trains served until 1955. Enjoy a visit to the Black Canyon 
of the Gunnison, which was once part of the “Narrow Gauge Circle Route” and was established as a National 
Park in 1999 for its deep cultural history and natural beauty.  Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

DAY
3 Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park

This morning’s leisurely 60-mile drive from Montrose to Silverton passes through (and stops to view) spectacular 
mountain scenery in a region known as “The Switzerland of America.” After exploring and enjoying lunch at the 
restaurant of your choice in Silverton, board the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad for an afternoon 
trip through the canyon of the Rio de las Animas to Durango, arriving in time for dinner. Meals included: 
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

DAY
4 Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad
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TRIP PRICE INCLUDES TRIP PRICE EXCLUDES

•	Lodging as outlined in lodging section below based 
on double occupancy

•	Meals as noted in itinerary above
•	Snacks and beverages
•	Train tickets and museum admissions for all 

included activities  
•	 ‍‍‍‍‍‍Services of professional tour manager
•	Ground transportation for all included events 

during the trip & porterage service

•	Pre & post tour travel
•	Alcoholic beverages
•	Gratuities for your BSA guides

Pricing
TRIP COST PAYMENT TERMS

•	$3,395 each based on double occupancy
•	Single Supplement: $495

•	$750 deposit due to hold space
•	Balance due 90 days prior to departure  

(can be auto-collected if you pay by credit card)

Colorado: Scenic Railways of the Rockies

Have breakfast at your leisure this morning before catching the Sandia Shuttle for departures home are from 
Albuquerque International Sunport (ABQ).   Meals included: Breakfast 

DAY
6 Departures from Santa Fe, NM

An early drive to Chama, New Mexico, will arrive in time to see and photograph the narrow-gauge engine 
terminal and the wide variety of rolling stock in this hub of train operations. The day-long journey east from 
Chama will include an ascent of the long, steep grade to 10,020-foot Cumbres Pass and will traverse the rim of 
Toltec Gorge on the way to Antonito, Colorado. Today closes with a drive to picturesque Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
and our farewell dinner. Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner‍‍‍‍‍‍

DAY
5 Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad
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Terms   
CANCELLATION POLICY
If you cancel for any reason the following refund schedule applies:

•	 91+ days prior to trip start: A $100 fee per person will be deducted from any refund.
•	 61-90 days prior to trip start: Cancellation fee equal to 25% of trip cost 
•	 31-60 days prior to trip start: Cancellation fee equal to 50% of trip cost 
•	 0-30 days prior to trip start: No refund 

TRAVEL INSURANCE
We recommend travel insurance. For more information and to purchase, go to http://my.travelinsure.com/bsaselect
WAIVER
All participants must complete our waiver online at https://www.smartwaiver.com/v/bsahike2022/

DISCLAIMER
The above itinerary is subject to change depending on a variety of factors. In every case, Black Sheep Adventures will endeavor to make 
you aware of changes as soon as possible, but, occasionally, changes must be made immediately prior to, or during, a departure. 
We strive to offer the best quality trip for each area and will make every effort to offer a comparable or better vacation. Rest assured 
our goal is to leave you with the best possible experience so you choose to travel with us again and tell your friends all about us.  
Black Sheep Adventures acts only as an agent for the various independent suppliers that provide hotel accommodations, transportation, 
sightseeing, activities, or other services connected with this tour. Such services are subject to the terms and conditions of those suppliers. Black 
Sheep Adventures and their respective employees, agents, representatives, and assigns accept no liability whatsoever from any injury, damage, 
loss, accident, delay, or any other incident which may be caused by the negligence, defect, default of any company or person in performing these 
services. Responsibility is not accepted for losses, injury, damages or expenses of any kind due to sickness, weather, strikes, hostilities, wars, 
terrorist acts, acts of nature, local laws or other such causes. All services and accommodations are subject to the laws and regulations of the 
country in which they are provided. Black Sheep Adventures is not responsible for any baggage or personal effects (including bicycles or bicycle 
gear) of any individual participating in the tours arranged by Black Sheep Adventures. Individual travelers are responsible for purchasing a travel 
insurance policy, if desired, that will cover some of the expenses associated with the loss of luggage or personal effects. 

Lodging
Holiday Inn Express, Golden - 1 night
Located a short distance from Golden, Colorado overlooking the Colorado Rockies. Relax after a day of exploration 
at the indoor heated pool and hot tub. The hotel features modern rooms and suites feature free Wi-Fi, flat-screen TVs 
and microwaves, as well as minifridges and coffeemakers.  

Silver Ridge Lodge, Salida - 1 night
Built in the mid 1960’s Silver Ridge Lodge is a wonderful throwback to the days of families and friends packing into 
their cars to explore and cruise this beautiful country. Our architecture takes you back in time – our nicely updated 
rooms and modern amenities give you a welcoming feeling and opportunity to relax in this wonderful mountain 
community.  

Holiday Inn Express, Montrose - 1 night
This comfortable hotel is located on the western slope of Colorado. With friendly service and exceptional amenities, 
this hotel provides a carefree stay. The hotel offers perks such as an indoor salt pool with a 60 ft. lap lane, 2 whirlpools 
and a Fitness Center. Free Wi-Fi access lets you check email, while the cable TV helps you unwind. Each room now 
comes with a microwave and fridge.  

Fairfield Inn, Durango - 1 night‍‍‍
This down-to-earth hotel is a 15-minute walk from seasonal steam train rides at the Durango & Silverton Narrow 
Gauge Railroad & Museum. Straightforward rooms offer free Wi-Fi, flat-screen TVs and minifridges, as well as tea 
and coffeemakers. Other amenities include an indoor pool, a hot tub and a gym, plus a coin-operated laundry.  

Inn on the Alameda, Santa Fe - 1 night‍‍‍
Nestled in the heart of Santa Fe only steps away from the historic Santa Fe Plaza and the Canyon Road galleries. 
This boutique hotel is tucked within colorful xeriscaped gardens and peaceful shaded courtyards behind cozy adobe 
walls. The hotel are well known for their for their ample continental breakfast. Your room features southwestern decor 
enhanced by local and regional artwork, handmade furnishings, in-room coffee-makers with organic coffee, and 
complimentary wireless internet.


